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For one 


day, ask not 

Do JFK honor 
of letting it rest 


ir America 
really wanted 
to give John F. 

Kennedy a to- 
ken of iU ap- 
preciation to- 
day, on the 
30th anniversa- 
ry of his assas- 
sination. how 
about we let 
him rest In 

***While JFK DAVID 

was alive, his HINCKICY 

friends, the Critic-at-Larqe 

press and even most of his enemies 
allowed him a private life. What 
would have been quaintly called his 
**sldrt-chasing.** for instance, was not 
deemed an area of legitimate public 
interest 

Today, of course, the slightest 
whisper of skirt pursuit makes na- 
tioiuil headlines The rules in 1993 
are as fhr Hrom 1963 as Jurassic Park 
is from Park Ave. 

Ailve, Kennedy was a President 
elected with less than S0% of the 
vote and besieged with the domestic 
and global crises of a fast-changing 
world. 

Could his own party embrace both 
the South and the civil rights move- 
ment? Could he stand up to the Com- 
mies in Cuba and not back his words 
with bodies In Vietnam? 

Discussions about the living John 
P. Kennedy centered on his policy 
toward steel price increases, or 
whether the Vatican was using a 
Catholic President to take over 
America. 

But the moment he was killed, dis- 
cussion shifted (Tom the policies to 
the person. Some fixed him forever 
as a political con artist Others en- 
shrined him as the eternally young 
idealist whose legacy was to have 
summoned aiul stirred the noblest 
Impulse in the American character 
rAsk not . . . 

This was a normal, instinctive re- 
action to severe national trauma. 
But it soon became clear a more om- 
inous force was also emerging, both 
among some adversaries and some 
admirers: a fascination which bor- 
ders on the neurotic. 


ARUNOTON CCMCfnnr, Nov. 25. 
1963. Veiled Jacquelme Kennedy ts given 
flag that covered JFK's cofhn. 

For 30 years, a visible segment of 
American soci^ has been sitting in 
a room obsessively picking through 
every detail of Kennedy's life Tiring 
of that it moves on to his death. 
Then back. Let’s go over that Mari- 
lyn Monroe thing one more lime, eh? 

John Kennedy, and subsequently 
his whole family, have become 
American royalty, treated with pre- 
cisely the ambivalence royalty 
would expect flrom a country which 
once fought a revolution to drive 
them out but still likes the idea of a 
beacon for national style. 

Thus we remain drawn to the cof- 
fin of the fallen king, whose presi- 
dency we call Camelot and to whose 
widow we offer regal deference. 

Our current President Bill Qin- 
ton. was elected to that office in part 
by his ability to evoke the legacy of 
Kennedy ~ both through an image 
of youthAjI freshness and an aging 
snapshot of a young Clinton actually 
ahaUng the legend’s hand. 

Yet Clinton, in a new Rolling 
Stone interview, complaint with 
cold ftiry that the media fbeus not on 
his presidential achievements, but 
peripheral, smaller matters. This 
bitterness, it is safe to say, can be 
traced in part to published reports 
last year — unproven - that Clinton 
had chased a skirl 

What Ginlon wants, really, is the 
JFK mantle, all the glory we have 
draped around the man. without the 
microscopic scrutiny which has 
played such a large role in keeping 
that mantle so prominent 30 years 
later. Sympathize with Clinton or 
nol that's one wish he’s not going to 
gel 

In any case, whether the Clintons 
or Gary Harts have been treated un- 
fairly is another subjed In the case 
of JFK, 30 years after his death shat- 
tered his country, it should be sim- 
pler. 

Since we now have a substantial 
body of work which analyzes the 
man and his presidency with solid, 
well-researched objectivity — most 
recently, a fine book b>* Richard 
Reeves — we should thank him for 
what he did and let him go. We could 
all use the rest 


DEALEYFlAZA,v^e 

President Kennedy vvas shot as 
motorcade passed Texas School 
Book Depository BuikJmgon 
Nov. 22,i963.wiUbe 
designated a national hrstooc 
landmark today. Nolle Connaily. 
widow of former Texas Gov. John 
Connally. who was wounded at 
the same lime me President was 
murdered, will medm official 
presentauon of plaque. The 
ceremony will focus on “our 
responsibilities in a democracy 
to preserve both good and bad 
history.” said Waller Blake, 
president of the Dallas County 
Historical Foundation. iw 


I 



I 

I 


J 


mx . 





vvTijogigii 


